
News and Events #18, June 2026 

Welcome to our Space sector news, events and funding opportunities update.  

1.  News 

a. Midlands Space Cluster Survey 

We are gathering feedback from members to help us understand the impact and 
value of cluster activities delivered over the past 12 months, and to help shape the 
future direction of the cluster over the next 1–4 years. We invite you to have your 
say here https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HSG9QX5 

Your responses will help us to: 
• provide evidence to the UK Space Agency (UKSA) on the outcomes and impact of 

regional cluster support and activities 
• identify where the cluster has been most effective in supporting organisations 

across the Midlands space ecosystem 
• ensure that the cluster’s limited resources are focused on the areas that will 

deliver the greatest benefit to members  

The survey includes questions about your engagement with MSC activities, the 
value of support received, your infrastructure and capability needs, and priorities 
for future development. Where possible, we encourage you to include examples or 
quantitative evidence of outcomes, as this helps strengthen the case for continued 
investment in regional space cluster activity. 

Estimated completion time: 12–15 minutes 
The survey contains a mixture of short rating questions and optional open-text 
responses. Providing examples or additional detail may take slightly longer. Thank 
you for taking the time to complete this survey, we appreciate your input.  

b. Midlands Companies Selected for Prestigious UK Space Agency Accelerator 

Congratulations to Aegion and Vertinetik on being selected for the latest cohort of 
the UK Space Agency Accelerator’s LEO programme. LEO is a highly competitive 
accelerator designed for space ventures that have already validated their 
technology or business concept and are now focused on building commercial 
traction, refining their growth strategy and preparing to scale. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HSG9QX5


Over four months, participants receive tailored support from industry experts 
covering areas such as business development, investment readiness, intellectual 
property, export growth and leadership development. The programme has helped 
numerous UK space companies accelerate commercialisation, attract investment 
and strengthen their position within the rapidly growing space sector. 

Aegion is an advanced materials company based at Space Park Leicester and 
supported by the European Space Agency BIC, developing and qualifying next-
generation metallurgical materials - such as titanium aluminides and nickel-based 
superalloys - engineered through lattice-level thermomechanical processing to 
withstand extreme space conditions for applications in propulsion, satellites, 
deep-space missions, and space energy systems. 

Vertinetik builds Erdo, a geospatial AI platform that converts satellite, aerial and 
drone data into environmental intelligence for tree, land condition, biodiversity and 
habitat assessment, enabling landowners, councils and developers to replace 
manual GIS workflows with scalable, traceable, audit-ready monitoring and 
reporting for planning and compliance. 

c. EU Space Act Impact survey – have your say 

The European Commission is developing a new EU Space Act that could introduce 
regulatory requirements covering areas such as safety, sustainability, cybersecurity 
and market access. While aimed at EU operators, the legislation could also have 
significant implications for UK organisations working with European customers, 
participating in ESA programmes, or supplying into EU space markets. 

To help assess the potential impact on the UK space sector, UKspace is conducting 
a survey on behalf of DSIT and the UK Space Agency. The survey will gather 
evidence on issues including compliance costs, supply chain impacts, market 
access, investment decisions and potential barriers to growth. Members are 
strongly encouraged to contribute their views and provide practical examples of 
potential impacts. The survey closes on 15 June, and the evidence collected will 
help inform the UK Government’s engagement with European and international 
partners. Complete here. 

d. NCSC Industry 100 Opens New Call for Cyber Security Experts 

The National Cyber Security Centre’s Industry 100 (i100) programme is inviting 
applications from cyber security professionals, researchers and industry 
specialists interested in contributing directly to the UK’s national cyber resilience 
mission. The initiative enables experts from industry and academia to work 
alongside NCSC teams on a part-time secondment basis, supporting activities 
ranging from threat analysis and emerging technologies to critical infrastructure 
protection and cyber security research.  

A new application window is now open until 30 June 2026, with the NCSC 
encouraging applicants to highlight their specialist expertise and potential 
contribution to its mission. Successful participants gain opportunities to 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=S5O4qc_Km0aMLk2rTyLPEGC0nK7RvV9KqU5SA57W8iVUQzMzVEREUkc4SEVNNDlQTjcwVlBOU1U0SS4u&route=shorturl


collaborate with government cyber security teams, expand professional networks 
and help shape the UK’s response to evolving cyber threats. Learn more and 
register your interest here. 

e. Space Park Leicester SMILE SXI Success 

Congratulations to the teams at Space Park Leicester and the University of 
Leicester on the successful launch of the Soft X-ray Imager (SXI) aboard ESA’s 
SMILE mission. The instrument is built on the University’s pioneering ultra-
lightweight X-ray optics technology, developed over more than three decades and 
previously used on landmark missions including BepiColombo, SVOM and Einstein 
Probe. SMILE is expected to provide unprecedented insights into the interaction 
between the solar wind and Earth’s magnetosphere, helping advance our 
understanding of space weather. 

SXI is the first instrument delivered to a major ESA mission from the facility. Coming 
shortly after the deployment of the Fluorescent Deep Space Petri-Pod to the 
International Space Station, the achievement highlights the strength of Leicester’s 
space ecosystem and the expertise of the scientists, engineers and technicians 
driving innovation across the Midlands space sector. Read more here. 

f. Role and Impact of Academia on the UK Space Sector 

A report produced by know.space for Space Partnership, which details the role and 
impact of academia on the UK Space Sector, has now been published.  

The Midlands emerges from the report as one of the UK's most significant space 
research regions across all major areas of space activity. The region hosts almost 
600 space researchers and research organisations spanning the full breadth of the 
UK's space capability landscape, from space science and Earth observation to 
advanced technologies, policy and sustainability. The University of Leicester is 
identified as a major contributor to the UK's space research base, helping to make 
the Midlands a disproportionately strong research region relative to its wider space 
industry footprint.   

The report highlights the Midlands' international leadership in major space 
missions and scientific research. Midlands institutions play key roles in flagship 
ESA and international programmes including Gaia, JUICE, Solar Orbiter, BIOMASS, 
MicroCarb and the future LISA mission. We also demonstrates a strong track 
record in translating research into innovation, with examples such as Leicester's 
Perpetual Atomics spin-out and Birmingham's globally recognised work on space 
debris modelling and space sustainability.    

The report presents the Midlands as a region with internationally recognised 
expertise, strong scientific influence, growing commercial impact and an 
increasingly important role in shaping the future of the global space sector.   

You can read the full report here. 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/section/industry-100/about
https://www.space-park.co.uk/2026/05/smile-successfully-launches/
https://www.spacepartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Role-and-Impact-of-Academia-Report.pdf


2. Events and Networking - Midlands 

a. Cosmic Coffee: Innovation, Funding & Business Growth, 11:00-12:00, 
Wednesday 17th June, Space Park Leicester 

Join us for a special innovation-focused edition of Cosmic Coffee at Space Park 
Leicester — bringing together businesses, entrepreneurs, innovators, funders and 
support organisations for an informal afternoon of networking, insight and 
opportunity. 

This session will feature short introductions and practical advice from 
organisations supporting business growth, innovation and funding, including: 
Federation of Small Businesses; Barclays Eagle Labs; Regional funding and support 
organisations. Register now. 

b. Space Park Conversations: Worms, the ISS and Space Park Leicester, 14:00-
15:00, Wednesday 17th June, Space Park Leicester 

Scientists from the University of Leicester who helped send microscopic worms to 
the International Space Station as part of a pioneering experiment into the future of 
long-duration space travel will share the remarkable story behind the mission. Book 
your place here. 

c. East Midlands Tech Week: Space Tech Session, 13:00-17:00, Thursday 18th June, 
Space Park Leicester 

This is an opportunity to present your SPACE TECH business at East Midlands Tech 
Week. Presenting the latest tech ingenuity and the innovators behind space tech 
dev, this event will add to the drive for growth and optimisation.  

East Midlands Tech Week is a regional technology and innovation festival taking 
place across the East Midlands, designed to showcase the region’s strengths, 
running over five days in various venues. 

Delegate tickets are FREE. Event programme will be revealed soon at 
www.emtechweek.com 

d. UK–India Free Trade Agreement Roadshow 2026, Wednesday 24th June, The REP, 
Birmingham 

The UK–India Free Trade Agreement (FTA) is one of the most significant trade 
agreements the UK has secured. The UK–India FTA Roadshow 2026 will visit cities 
across the UK to help businesses prepare and take advantage of the opportunity. 
The programme is designed to provide clarity, confidence and connections through 
practical sessions on market access, sector opportunities, exporting sessions, 
expert 1:1 advice and networking. 

• Who should attend? UK businesses looking to enter or scale in India, including 
those wanting practical exporting guidance and market insight. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cosmic-coffee-innovation-funding-business-growth-tickets-1989382380252?aff=ebemoffollowpublishemail&ref=eemail&utm_campaign=following_published_event&utm_content=follow_notification&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/space-park-conversations-worms-the-iss-and-space-park-leicester-tickets-1990088996761?aff=ebemoffollowpublishemail&ref=eemail&utm_campaign=following_published_event&utm_content=follow_notification&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite
http://www.emtechweek.com/


• What will businesses gain? Clear insight on the FTA, guidance to be more 
competitive, export support, expert access, networking and next steps. 

Register here 

e. National Astronomy Meeting (NAM) 2026, 20th-24th July, University of Birmingham 

Researchers, students and space science professionals are invited to register now 
for NAM. Organised by the Royal Astronomical Society, NAM is the UK’s largest 
annual astronomy conference, bringing together up to 1,000 delegates from across 
academia, research institutions and the wider space science community to present 
new discoveries, discuss emerging challenges and explore the latest advances in 
astronomy, astrophysics and space research.  

The five-day event will feature scientific sessions, keynote talks, networking 
opportunities and specialist community meetings covering topics ranging from 
planetary science and cosmology to solar physics, instrumentation and space 
weather. Registration closes on 1 July 2026 – link here. 

f. Space Park Conversations: Satellites, Astrophotography and Astronomy, 
13:00-14:00, Wednesday 29th July, Space Park Leicester 

This event brings together experts and enthusiasts to explore the fascinating worlds 
of satellites, astrophotography and astronomy. The session will offer insights into 
how space technologies are advancing our understanding of the universe, 
alongside discussions on capturing and interpreting images of space. 

Open to both industry and the public, the event provides a relaxed and engaging 
opportunity to hear from specialists, ask questions and connect with others 
interested in space science and technology. Attendees can register via Eventbrite 
to secure their place. 

g. UK Earth Observation Conference 2026, 15th – 17th September, University of 
Warwick 

UKEO 2026 will bring together the UK’s Earth observation community across 
research, industry, government and policy to share the latest science, applications 
and innovations shaping our use of Earth observation data and technology. The 
conference will provide a key forum to exchange ideas, build collaborations and 
explore how EO supports national and global priorities. 

Why attend UKEO 2026? 
• Engage with leading experts from across the EO ecosystem 
• Discover cutting-edge research, tools, industry skills and applications 
• Network with colleagues from academia, industry, research councils, space 

agencies and the public sector  
• Take part in discussions shaping the future of Earth observation in the UK 

Register and submit your abstract now: https://ukeo.org/ 

https://eu.eventscloud.com/website/19839/
https://uobevents-national-astronomy-meeting-2026.eventsair.site/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/space-park-conversations-satellites-astro-photography-and-astronomy-tickets-1989091376853?aff=ebemoffollowpublishemail&ref=eemail&utm_campaign=following_published_event&utm_content=follow_notification&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=ukeo.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly91a2VvLm9yZy8=&i=NjIxNTAwNTQxZWE4ZjYwZjQ5MmM0NTAz&t=djBMYUxtNHBSOFRLZ083aTRzalN2MStjZ2IxdnlFVi9tYTV1d3BBNWZxdz0=&h=0a3e15d2e7b242ee8acf4c2f99d1025a&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbYY79BbJJlXL3q8ncq3GrZwcM9SVp8WIUVHNlMdg0-ow


Gala dinner tickets are limited this year. The awards will be announced during the 
gala dinner event and we encourage you to buy your ticket before they sell out! 

3. Events and Networking – UK and Europe 

a. EO Summit: Connecting Earth Observation with Users, 22nd June, The Brewery, 
London 

EO Summit 2026 will bring together Earth observation professionals, satellite data 
providers, investors, policymakers and end users to explore how space-based data 
is being applied across industry, government and environmental sectors. The event 
is designed to connect remote sensing experts with organisations using Earth 
observation technologies to address real-world challenges in areas such as climate 
resilience, infrastructure monitoring, agriculture, energy and risk management. 

The one-day conference will feature enterprise-focused sessions on insurance, 
energy, infrastructure and environmental applications, alongside discussions on 
disaster management, defence, security and emerging EO innovations. Register 
here. 

b. The Hazels, the UK Space Skills Awards, 24th June, Cheltenham Town Hall 

Join the Hazels to bring glamour and aspiration to space skills. The central theme of 
the evening is the importance of building sovereign skills capability and long-term 
industrial strength in and for the UK Space industry. 

One aim of the Hazels – the UK Space Skills Awards is to showcase how the UK 
Space industry is using traditional crafts and skills, such as sewing, knitting and 
bricklaying are repurposed to support space innovation, as well as celebrating 
excellence in engineering, data science and the many more skills used within the 
UK Space industry. 

More details here 

c. Space Data for National Resilience - a London Climate Action Week Workshop, 
Thursday 25th June, ICMA Centre, Reading 

This workshop will bring together experts from industry, academia and government 
to explore how satellite and Earth observation data can help address some of the 
UK’s most pressing environmental, infrastructure and resilience challenges. The 
free event will showcase current and emerging technologies, tools and services 
that use space-based data to support decision-making, improve monitoring 
capabilities and strengthen resilience across a wide range of sectors. 

The workshop will feature expert presentations, real-world challenge discussions 
and interactive breakout sessions where participants can explore practical 
applications of space-enabled solutions. Open to both existing and potential users 
of Earth observation data, the event offers an excellent opportunity to connect with 
specialists, identify collaboration opportunities and gain insights into how space 

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=ukeo.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly91a2VvLm9yZy9hd2FyZHMv&i=NjIxNTAwNTQxZWE4ZjYwZjQ5MmM0NTAz&t=SXlseGdscWkxOStoL0xqcXRvdWx6NjJQc04rZGh1d004VkpHQTZoUTVIWT0=&h=0a3e15d2e7b242ee8acf4c2f99d1025a&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbYY79BbJJlXL3q8ncq3GrZwcM9SVp8WIUVHNlMdg0-ow
https://www.eosummit.com/
https://www.thehazels.space/


technologies can support climate adaptation, environmental security and long-
term organisational resilience. Register here. 

d. Roundtable: Securing Government Contracts through the Government 
Commercial Agency, Tuesday 30th June, London or online 11:00-13:00 Monday 6th 
July 

Space Partnership are hosting a roundtable with the Government Commercial 
Agency (GCA) (formerly the Crown Commercial Services) to understand available 
mechanisms for companies to secure government contracts including the Dynamic 
Purchasing System (RM6235) and the Dynamic Market (RM6370). If you would like 
to contribute to the discussion, particularly if you have experienced challenges 
securing government contracts, you can participate by registering here. 

e. The Space Corridor Workshop, hosted by TWI’s Space team and ESA/UKSA 
Technology Broker colleagues, will be part of WeldJoinEXPO26, 10:00-16:00, 
Tuesday 7th July, TWI HQ, Cambridge 

The Workshop will highlight opportunities and capabilities across welding / joining / 
manufacturing for space applications and include a dedicated “Meet the Buyer” 
block to connect space organisations with UK suppliers and innovators.  

See more details and register here.  

f. Space Economy Congress, 9th-10th July, Barcelona 

The 6th Space Economy Congress brings together a mix of space, manufacturing, 
deep tech, institutional and non-space stakeholders exploring opportunities 
connected to the space sector. 
 
The event is particularly relevant not only for traditional upstream space 
companies, but also for organisations working in areas such as: 
• advanced manufacturing, 
• engineering, 
• electronics, 
• applications, 
• dual-use technologies, 

and companies curious about how space technologies and capabilities could 
connect with their activities. 
 
The second day is especially focused on cross-sector applications, commercial 
opportunities and ecosystem connections. 
 
General event access is free, but organisations attending through our friends at 
Orbital Bridge additionally benefit from access to a personalised B2B 
matchmaking agenda.  
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/space-data-for-national-resilience-a-london-climate-action-week-workshop-tickets-1989224057705
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AAyyo2MW4U6K93hj1CPuCmTKBi1wV2FFllXm-DEDaNpUMU80WVhISkg3UkpWT1ozQTdaNEo3UjY5RCQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/space-corridor-workshop-7th-july-2026-tickets-1979965632506


Please contact Lucia Fonseca de la Bella lfdelabella@orbitalbridge.co.uk if you are 
interested. 
 

g. Farnborough International Airshow Space Zone, July 20th-24th, Farnborough  

The Space Zone returns to FIA for 2026, providing a dedicated hub for the global 
space community within one of the world’s leading aerospace events. Alongside a 
dedicated exhibition area, the five-day Space Zone Theatre programme will cover 
topics including space infrastructure, national security, Earth observation, 
sustainability, investment, regulation and the future of commercial space. Trade 
tickets start at £65.60 - book here. 

The Midlands Aerospace Alliance will be presenting an Aerospace Supply Chain 
Conference at FIA 2026 on the Tuesday, 11:00-12:45, Hall 1, Ground Floor, Room 
Pioneer 1A showcasing four successful rapid innovation projects delivered by SMEs 
in the aerospace and space sectors. You can register for this here now. 

h. Space for Inspiration 2026, 1st-2nd September, Copenhagen 

ESA’s flagship conference to spotlight the future of commercial space brings 
together companies, researchers, investors and space agencies to explore the next 
generation of commercial opportunities in space. The event will focus on scaling 
research and production in space, with sessions covering microgravity life 
sciences, advanced materials and in-space manufacturing, agri-food technologies, 
and lunar space resources.  

Early-bird tickets available for a limited period here. 

i. ESA Industry Space Days 2026, 16th-17th September, Noordwijk, the Netherlands 

Organised by ESA’s SME Office supporting SMEs working with ESA, this event 
facilitates networking and the establishing of new business contacts. It includes 
pre-arranged one-to-one meetings, exhibitions highlighting the innovations and 
expertise of selected SMEs, briefings on business opportunities by large groups and 
institutional organisations, and conferences on space perspectives and market 
trends. Register here. 

j. NEXT Space, 21st October, Gothenburg, Sweden 

Next Space 2026 will bring together international space industry leaders, 
entrepreneurs, investors and policymakers for a major new conference focused on 
the commercial future of space. The inaugural event will examine how nations and 
businesses can better leverage space technologies and services to create new 
capabilities, accelerate innovation and strengthen economic competitiveness.  
 
The one-day conference will feature discussions on national strategy, 
commercialisation opportunities, cross-sector collaboration and emerging 
business models across the global space economy. Designed to showcase real-
world applications of commercial space services while helping build stronger 

mailto:lfdelabella@orbitalbridge.co.uk
https://www.farnboroughairshow.com/visit/fia-trade-registration/
https://www.midlandsaerospace.org.uk/events/supply-chain-event-MAA-IAT-farnborough-2026
https://bsgn.esa.int/s4i-2026/
https://isd.esa.int/


international partnerships and investment opportunities within the rapidly evolving 
space sector. Read more and register here  

4. Funding and Support Opportunities 

a. ESA Opens Funding Call for Space-Enabled Innovation Projects 

The European Space Agency (ESA) has launched an open funding call supporting 
organisations developing innovative space-enabled applications and services 
across any sector. Through its Business Applications and Space Solutions (BASS) 
programme, ESA is offering support for both Proof-of-Concept Studies, which help 
validate market opportunities and develop minimum viable products, and Pilot 
Projects, which test solutions with customers in real operational environments.  

The call is open to companies, universities, research institutes and public sector 
organisations in participating ESA member states, including the UK. Proof-of-
concept projects can receive funding for activities up to €600,000, with SMEs 
eligible for up to 80% ESA co-funding in some cases.  

Feasibility studies (9-12 months) and demonstration projects (18-24 months) will 
receive project funding at 50% match. The programme operates as a continuously 
open call, allowing organisations to submit proposals throughout the year. 

Themed calls will be launched during the year. Read more here. 

b. Demystifying the Space Funding Landscape 

KI Bid Consulting, with funding from Space West, have published a report which 
explains the various Space Sector funding streams which you can read here. 

 
c. Advanced manufacturing supply chain innovation: CRD funding competition, 

Innovate UK, UKRI 

Closes: 10 June 2026, 11am 

UK registered businesses can apply for a share of up to £6.5 million for 
collaborative industrial research to make supply chains more productive, resource 
efficient and resilient. 

Projects must apply one of the competition themes to at least two of the advanced 
manufacturing frontier industries identified in the Advanced Manufacturing Sector 
Plan and involve an end-user. 

The competition themes are: measurement, sensing and instrumentation ; additive 
manufacturing ; digital manufacturing and industrial AI ; robotics and intelligent 
automation; and power electronics. 

Projects must have a total eligible grant funding request between £250,000 and £1 
million, and last between 12 and 36 months. Details can be found here 

https://nextspace2026.se/
https://business.esa.int/funding/open-call-for-proposals-proof-concept-studies-and-pilot-projects
https://www.nccuk.com/media/saogyfoo/demystifying-the-funding-landscape-for-space-in-the-uk-issue-10.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advanced-manufacturing-sector-plan?utm_campaign=2762821_Advanced%20manufacturing%20supply%20chain%20innovation%20mailshot%20-%20April%202026&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotdigital&dm_i=2VFU,1N7T1,97OT5G,6PVN0,1,0,0,0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advanced-manufacturing-sector-plan?utm_campaign=2762821_Advanced%20manufacturing%20supply%20chain%20innovation%20mailshot%20-%20April%202026&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotdigital&dm_i=2VFU,1N7T1,97OT5G,6PVN0,1,0,0,0
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/2453/overview/79b9483b-140e-44e9-86af-db7792c594d2


d. National Materials Innovation Programme: Feasibility studies round 2 funding 
competition  

Closes: 24 June 2026, 11am 

UK registered businesses can apply for a share of up to £2 million for feasibility 
studies. These studies aim to speed the translation of advanced materials 
innovations in three high growth opportunity themes, including 
• Theme 2. Sustainable structural systems 
• Theme 3. Power electronics and connectivity 

and a strategic opportunity theme 
• Theme 4. Metamaterials and metasurfaces 

This funding is part of the National Materials Innovation Programme, announced as 
part of the Advanced Manufacturing Sector Plan in the UK's Modern Industrial 
Strategy and delivered by Innovate UK and EPSRC on behalf of DSIT. It is designed 
to prime the materials community, support collaboration and accelerate the 
translation of new material innovations across the thematic areas.  Apply here 

e. Horizon Europe work programmes 

You can view available work programmes for 2026-27 now at Horizon Europe work 
programmes - Research and innovation 

Work has been going on behind the scenes to make the opportunities more 
accessible for SMEs, start-ups and new applicants.  

Of particular interest are - Cluster 4 which covers Digital, Industry and Space and 
Cluster 5 which covers Climate, Energy and Mobility.  

f. Accelerating Investment Export Pathway  

This is a UK Space Agency programme, supported by KPMG, that is specifically 
designed to support high-potential, early-stage UK space businesses in expanding 
into international markets.  

The programme offers:  
• Targeted Training: Practical workshops on market entry strategies, 

international procurement, and export readiness, tailored for the space 
sector.  

• Expert Guidance: Support from leading technical experts and international 
market specialists.  

• Global Reach: Preparation for Department for Business and Trade missions 
and navigating complex international trade landscapes.    

Further details on the programme can be found here, including eligibility criteria 
and how to apply: Unlock Your Global Potential: Accelerating Investment Export 
Pathway for UK Space SMEs.  

https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/opportunities/national-materials-innovation-programme-feasibility-studies-rd-2/?utm_campaign=2766081_NMIP%20feasibility%20studies%20round%202%20mailshot%20-%20May%202026&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotdigital&dm_i=2VFU,1NABL,97OT5G,6Q9LP,1,0,0,0
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=adobe.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9rcG1nLW1rdC1wcm9kMS5jYW1wYWlnbi5hZG9iZS5jb20vd2ViQXBwL2FjY2VsZXJhdGluZy1pbnZlc3RtZW50LWV4cG9ydC1wYXRod2F5LWZvci11ay1zcGFjZS1zbWU=&i=NjIxNTAwNTQxZWE4ZjYwZjQ5MmM0NTAz&t=T2piUlkwYlhrOTNrb1ZzSGJFdmwyckxyRUl2VHlSOW5lQmZDblRoREp4QT0=&h=63b2a9852ff04cb1b556aab377dd3bec&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaSJgIWhYj8aFGSBVie8y6L8-ndjyUXIZKUgGuYyRkKhf4TmngNTkdO1-g9YcOBKRA
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=adobe.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9rcG1nLW1rdC1wcm9kMS5jYW1wYWlnbi5hZG9iZS5jb20vd2ViQXBwL2FjY2VsZXJhdGluZy1pbnZlc3RtZW50LWV4cG9ydC1wYXRod2F5LWZvci11ay1zcGFjZS1zbWU=&i=NjIxNTAwNTQxZWE4ZjYwZjQ5MmM0NTAz&t=T2piUlkwYlhrOTNrb1ZzSGJFdmwyckxyRUl2VHlSOW5lQmZDblRoREp4QT0=&h=63b2a9852ff04cb1b556aab377dd3bec&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaSJgIWhYj8aFGSBVie8y6L8-ndjyUXIZKUgGuYyRkKhf4TmngNTkdO1-g9YcOBKRA


g. Mercia Ventures looking to invest up to £10m into Midlands companies 

Mercia Ventures is a proactive venture capital investor focused on being the first-
choice partner for growth. Mercia Ventures makes equity investments of up to 
£10million across all sectors, with specialisms in Software, Consumer, Healthcare 
and Deep Tech, and are looking to build their portfolio in the Space Sector.  

Contact Amrit Sami at amrit.sami@mercia.co.uk  

h. The ESA Proposal Advice Service (ESA PAS) 

Designed to support UK-based organisations bidding for European Space Agency 
contracts and improve the quality, completeness, strategic alignment and 
consistency of bids - thereby aiming to strengthen the bidder's application for 
funding - by providing free, non-technical advice to organisations through a 
thorough review of their draft bid (before submission). 

Organisations should apply as soon as they have taken a decision to bid for a 
specific opportunity. Read more here 

i. UK Innovation Science Seed Fund (UKI2S) 

UKI2S focuses on nurturing and adding value to innovative ideas that shape the 
future alongside investing in groundbreaking technology companies. UKI2S invests 
in innovations that are in the UKIS strategic priority areas or from the UK’s publicly 
funded science and knowledge base. They focus on those with high growth 
potential at pre-seed and seed stages – to get the most groundbreaking 
technologies and ideas to market. 

If you are interested in learning more and applying visit UKI2S – Investing in 
innovations that transform our future 

j. Made Smarter 

The "Made Smarter" program offers funding and support to UK manufacturers, 
particularly SMEs, to help them adopt digital technologies and improve their 
operations. This includes match-funded grants of up to 50% (with a maximum of 
£20,000) for equipment and/or advice to implement projects, as well as access to 
digital technology advice and workforce development 

Read more here. 

k. Cyber security consultancy support, plus assessment and certification 

Successful applicants can receive up to 3 days consultation from a cybersecurity 
professional funded by the UK Space Agency. This can be virtual or at a place of 
business (UK), depending on requirements. 

Find out more at Cyber security consultancy support, plus assessment and 
certification - GOV.UK 

mailto:amrit.sami@mercia.co.uk
https://midlandsspacecluster.org.uk/the-esa-proposal-advice-service-esa-pas/
https://ukinnovationscienceseedfund.co.uk/
https://ukinnovationscienceseedfund.co.uk/
https://www.madesmarter.uk/landing-pages/manufacturing-grants-and-support/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cyber-security-consultancy-support-plus-assessment-and-certification/cyber-security-consultancy-support-plus-assessment-and-certification
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cyber-security-consultancy-support-plus-assessment-and-certification/cyber-security-consultancy-support-plus-assessment-and-certification


Sign Off 

If you have had a success or reached a milestone in your space sector project or 
business, we would love to share your news here and on our website news page:  

Latest News and Newsletters at Midlands Space Cluster 

Get in touch! 
 
Nicola Deards 
Midlands Space Cluster Manager  
   
Mobile: 07713 832217  
Midlands Aerospace Alliance Tel: 024 7643 0256        
nicola.deards@midlandsaerospace.org.uk  
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