
News and Events #19a, July 2026, Extra 

Welcome to an extra July edition with the latest funding opportunities update additions.  

1. Funding and Support Opportunities 

a. Funding Available for Small Satellite and CubeSat Mission Studies 

The UK Space Agency has launched a new Call for Incubator Studies to support 
early-stage Small Satellite and CubeSat mission concepts through its Science and 
Exploration Bilateral Programme (SEBP). With a total funding pot of £750,000, the 
competition expects to support around five short-duration studies, with grants of 
up to £150,000 per project in the priority areas of heliophysics/space weather, 
artificial intelligence and quantum technologies. 

The call is open to eligible UK organisations, including businesses, universities and 
research institutes. Successful projects will run from October 2026 to March 2027, 
with full proposals due by 5pm on 31st July 2026.  

Organisations with innovative science-led mission concepts are encouraged to 
review the guidance and apply here. 

b. Earth Observation Innovation Call Opens for UK Organisations 

The UK Space Agency has launched Earth Observation Missions and Technology 
Innovation Call 1, supporting the development of early-stage Earth observation 
instrumentation and hardware technologies (TRL 1–4) with the potential to deliver 
future scientific, commercial and dual-use benefits. The call is aimed at UK 
organisations developing innovative mission concepts, sensors and enabling 
technologies that could strengthen the UK's Earth observation capability and create 
long-term economic growth.  

Projects can apply for grants ranging from £100,000 to £2 million, with funding 
available for activities lasting up to 36 months. The competition is open to UK 
businesses, universities and research organisations, with applications closing on 
21st August 2026. Organisations considering applying are encouraged to review the 
call guidance and eligibility requirements as early as possible.  

Full details and application forms here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/call-for-incubator-studies-for-small-satellite-and-cube-satellite-mission-concepts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/earth-observation-missions-and-technology-innovation-call-1


c. ESA InCubed Call Supports Commercial Earth Observation Innovation 

The UK Space Agency, in partnership with the European Space Agency (ESA), has 
opened a new InCubed funding call to support organisations developing innovative, 
commercially viable Earth Observation (EO) products and services. The programme 
is aimed at projects that are close to market, helping businesses de-risk 
technologies and accelerate commercial deployment across the EO value chain, 
from satellites and sensors to data applications and downstream services.  

Successful projects can receive €300,000 to €4 million in co-funding, depending on 
the scope of the activity. The competition is open to UK organisations with a clear 
route to market and evidence of commercial demand, with applications closing on 
21st August 2026. Read more here. 
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